Connected: Created to Belong
 
Module 5: The Benefits of Belonging to God
Lesson 1: Adoption as a Child of God


Spiritual Aims

Students will hopefully:
· see themselves as children of God
· see the benefits of being God’s child


[bookmark: _GoBack]Lesson Objectives
 
Students will:
· explore Biblical imagery of adoption, being a child of God and a co-heir with Christ
· memorize a key verse
 

Materials Needed
 
· Deck of cards in order (i.e., 2s, 3s, etc. together) with only hearts, diamonds and clubs (no spades)
· Minimum of 3 Bibles, 1 per expert group (1 per student is preferable)
· Instruction sheet for each expert group (see Appendix A)
· 1 recipe card or half sheet of paper per student
· Coloured pencils, pens and/or markers

 
Minds On (approx. 5 min.)

Jigsaw Home Groups: [teaching tip 20]
1. When I say “go”, you are going to take a card
2. Find the others in the group with the same number on their cards — this will be your home group.
3. Sit together in a circle, making sure that you aren’t sitting on top of another group. 
4. Share some information about your family: 
· How many brothers and sisters do you have? 
· Do you have a blended family? 
· Is anyone adopted?
5. Does anyone have any questions?
6. Go!

Circulate around the room and when the students seem to have finished their family discussion and are starting to drift to other topics, gather their attention for the next step.


Action (approx. 40 min.)

Jigsaw Expert Groups:
1. When I say “go”, you are going to leave your home groups and form new groups according to the suits on your cards. (Pointing to different corners of the room) Hearts in this corner, diamonds in this corner and clubs in this corner. This group is your expert group.
2. You will need to pay close attention to what goes on in your expert group, because you will be bringing the information back to your home group.
3. When you have settled as a group I will bring around a sheet with your specific instructions (from Appendix A).
4. Any questions?
5. Go!

Leader’s note: The 3 expert groups are looking at the following ideas: believers are children of God; believers are adopted into God’s family, and believers are heirs of God. 

Jigsaw Home Groups:
1. When I say “go”, you are going to thank the members of your expert group.
2. You will find your home group (i.e., people with the same numbers) again.
3. Each member of the home group is now an expert on their topic and will share that expertise with the home group.
4. As a home group you are going to act out a simple skit displaying the relationship between God and those who believe in him.
5. Go!

Once they are done, bring the whole group back together and have each home group perform their skit.

Prompt: We have now seen that God has adopted us into his family, which makes us his children — and not just any children, but heirs! This is a special honour. Some of us might feel like God’s children, whereas some of us might find it hard to believe that God would want us as part of his family. We are going to take a moment to quietly think about our relationships with God.

Give students a moment to think and then pray. Thank God for adopting us and making us part of his family. Pray that those who don’t believe this will experience God’s love and come to believe. 


Consolidate/Debrief (approx. 10 min.)

Hand out recipe cards or half sheets of paper. Have students write the following verse on their card/paper.

John 1:12 (NIV): Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.

Read the verse out loud together a few times. Then encourage students to not look at their paper and try to repeat it a few more times. Encourage students to put their cards in their Bibles (if they brought their own) or put them somewhere they will see them frequently and to continue trying to memorize it [teaching tip 21].


Appendix A: Jigsaw Expert Groups


Expert Group 1

Read the following passages:
· John 1:12–13
· Romans 8:15, 16
· Galatians 3:26
· Ephesians 5:1
· 1 John 3:1

Answer the following questions:
· What is the common idea?
· What does this idea mean for our relationships with God?
· What privileges and responsibilities might this relationship suggest?
· How does this relationship make you feel?


Expert Group 2

Read the following passages:
· Romans 8:17
· Galatians 3:29; 4:7
· Ephesians 1:14, 18; 3:6
· Colossians 1:12; 3:24
· 1 Peter 1:4

Answer the following questions:
· What is the common idea?
· What does this idea mean for our relationships with God?
· What privileges and responsibilities might this relationship suggest?
· How does this relationship make you feel?


Expert Group 3

Read the following passages:
· Romans 8:23; 9:4, 8
· Galatians 4:5
· Ephesians 1:5

Answer the following questions:
· What is the common idea?
· What does this idea mean for our relationships with God?
· What privileges and responsibilities might this relationship suggest?
· How does this relationship make you feel?

