Connected: Created to Belong
 
Module 5: The Benefits of Belonging to God
Lesson 2: The Freedom of Being a Slave to God


[bookmark: _GoBack]Spiritual Aims

Students will hopefully:
· to live free from sin and free to serve Christ


Lesson Objectives

Students will:
· experiment with the manuscript method of Bible study
· define terms “freedom” and “slavery”
· memorize a key verse


Materials Needed
 
· Video equipment to show “Aladdin” clip: www.youtube.com/watch?v=sccU4xjPmtY
	[teaching tip 1]
· Recording paper and pen
· 1 copy of Appendix B per student
· Coloured pens, pencils and/or markers (enough for each student to have a variety of colours)
· 1 recipe card or half sheet of paper per student
· 3 Bibles
· Optional: Small prizes for those who memorized the previous lesson’s verse 


Pre-Lesson Preparation
 
Spend some time with the manuscript (Appendix B). It is a lot easier to explain what to do or to help students if you have done it yourself. Appendix C is a sample as to what your manuscript might look like.

Write the following rules for defining a word on your preferred recording paper:
· a definition is made up of simple words
· you cannot use the word itself or derivatives in the definition
· a definition should be short

 
Minds On (approx. 10 min.)

Before you get started, see if anyone has the memory verse from the last lesson (John 1:12) memorized. You can choose to award a small prize for those who memorized it.

Prompt: This week we are looking at the concept of freedom in Christ.

Watch the “Aladdin” clip in which the genie talks about his wish to be free.

Think/Pair/Share:
1. When I say “go”, you are going to think of your own definition of the words “slavery” and “freedom”. Here are the rules of defining a word:
a. a definition is made up of simple words
b. you cannot use the word itself or derivatives in the definition
c. a definition should be short
2. Then you are going to find a partner and share your definitions. Together, you may choose to revise your definitions.
3. Be prepared to share your partner’s answer to the large group.
4. Any questions?
5. OK, go!

As students share their definitions, write them on the recording paper and leave them up to come back to later. 

Leader’s note: Generally we understand freedom and slavery to be opposites.

 
Action (approx. 40 min.)
 
Have 3 volunteers read the following verses [teaching tip 7]:
· John 8:36
· 2 Corinthians 3:17
· Galatians 5:1

Prompt: Here’s a little wrinkle in the idea of freedom. Paul, Peter, James and Jude all refer to themselves at the beginning of their letters as slaves of God or Christ. Are they free or are they slaves? Or is it possible to be both at the same time? We are going to look at a passage in Romans to try to put these ideas together. To help us understand the passage better we are going to use what is called the manuscript or inductive method of Bible study. I am going to give you a page with the passage on it, but there won’t be any verse numbers, section titles or paragraph breaks, just the words of scripture. You will have coloured pens available to mark up the manuscript. Look for words that repeat themselves and either circle or underline them in the same colour. If you notice that one thing leads to another, then link them with arrows. If there is a list, then number the items. Doing this will help the passage make more sense. You may work on your own or with a partner.

Hand out the manuscripts (Appendix B) and pens.

Let the students work for 10 to 15 minutes, either in pairs or individually [teaching tip 11].
 
Give an opportunity for students to share things that they discovered in the passage. Allow students to chime in with comments like, “I found that too!” or “Wow, I didn’t see that!”

Create a T-chart on the recording paper with the heading “Freedom From” on the left column and “Freedom To” in the right column. Have students offer what the passage says we can be free from (e.g., sin, impurity, wickedness, death), and things we are free to do when we are free from that first list (e.g., obey God, live righteous and holy lives, eternal life).

Ask: According to this passage, are freedom and slavery total opposites like we first thought? 

Prompt: We need to change the way we look at these words. If we are a slave to sin then we are not free to do the things on the chart. These are things that as Christians we will want to do. 
 

Consolidate/Debrief (approx. 10 min.)
 
Hand out recipe cards or half sheets of paper. Have students write down something they would like to be free from and something they would like to be free to do. It could be something from the chart or something else they personally desire. Have students write the following verse on the other side of the paper.

John 8:36 (NIV): So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.

Read it out loud together a few times. Then encourage students to not look at their paper and try to repeat it a few more times. Encourage students to put their cards in their Bibles (if they brought their own), or put them somewhere they will see them frequently and to continue trying to memorize it [teaching tip 21].




Appendix B: Romans 6:16–23 (NIV) Manuscript Format 



Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to obedience, which leads to righteousness? But thanks be to God that, though you used to be slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the pattern of teaching that has now claimed your allegiance. You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness. I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limitations. Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. When you were slaves to sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. What benefit did you reap at that time from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! But now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to holiness, and the result is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.




Appendix C: Sample
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