The Locked Box
Task One

Below is a section of the last book of the Bible, Revelation.  Work together as a group to decide what the main message of this passage is:

“And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks; 

And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle. 

His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were as a flame of fire; 

And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; and his voice as the sound of many waters. 

And he had in his right hand seven stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance was as the sun shineth in his strength. 

And when I saw him, I fell at his feet as dead. And he laid his right hand upon me, saying unto me, Fear not; I am the first and the last: 

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell and of death.”  Revelation 1:13-18, King James Version
Main message:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Task Two

Okay, this time you really will be able to read the verses below and identify the main message that they convey.  

Matthew 24:36-39


Mark 13:32-37

Main message:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

If Jesus taught this message, why do people make movies, write books, preach sermons, and build little empires devoted to knowing all the details of the end?  Some extreme cults and religious groups have even predicted an exact end date for the world and taken extreme and deadly measures to make sure they were ready for it.  Why do you think that people spend so much energy trying to figure out the end of the world considering what Jesus taught?  Record two or three reasons why this might be.  
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Finally, how might knowing that Jesus taught this message change or affect the way that we live?

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Behold! The City: Three

