Connected: Created to Belong
 
Module 5: The Benefits of Belonging to God
Lesson 3: Protected and Loved


Spiritual Aims

[bookmark: _GoBack]Students will hopefully:
· realize how loved and cared for they are by God


Lesson Objectives
 
Students will:
· analyze Psalm 23
· memorize a key verse
 

Materials Needed
 
· 1 Bible per student
· Small slips of paper with scripture references on them (Appendix D)
· Recording paper and pen
· Mp3 file for song “Isaiah 43”: songsofthegathering.ca/the-god-who-wont-give-up
· Audio equipment to play mp3
· 1 lyrics handout per student (Appendix E) or PowerPoint and equipment to show it
· At least 1 sheet of paper per student
· 1 pen or pencil per student
· 1 recipe card or half sheet of paper per student
· Coloured pens, pencils and/or markers in a variety of colours
· 4 different colours of Post-it Notes
· Optional: Small prizes for memory verse reciters


Pre-Lesson Preparation

Hand 4 Bible reference slips of paper to 4 students as they arrive and ask them to read those passages later on in the lesson when you ask [teaching tip 7]. 

Set up 4 areas (either in the corners of your main meeting space or in breakout rooms) for the response time. Prepare a sign for each area (i.e., Think, Talk, Write, Draw) to be posted on the wall or door. Set up the materials needed in each area as follows:
· Think: No materials required, but place it the furthest from the Talk area so students aren’t distracted
· Talk: Have a space where students can talk with one another, ideally a circle of chairs or couches
· Write: Have paper and pens or pencils available
· Draw: Have paper and coloured pens or pencils available 


Minds On (approx. 10 min.)

Before you get started, see if anyone has the memory verses from last 2 weeks memorized (John 1:12 and 8:36). If desired, hand out small prizes to those who memorized both verses.

 
Action (approx. 30 min.)
 
Ask students if they can think of any famous shepherds from the Bible (e.g., Moses, David, Abraham, Jacob, etc.). They can just shout out their answers. 

Prompt: Shepherds were very common during the time of the Bible and they are often used as a teaching illustration. 

Have a leader (or a student who reads well) read Psalm 23.

On the recording paper, write the title: “Ways God Cares for Us Like a Shepherd”.

Start compiling list from Psalm 23. Have a student volunteer to write responses on the chart paper. Instruct students to put up their hands and offer ways God cares for us like a shepherd.

Post-it Brainstorm:
1. In a moment I am going to give you a number from 1 to 4.
2. When I say “go”, you are going to form a group with people who have the same number and sit down together.
3. Send a group member to me to collect some Post-it Notes, pens, a Bible and a passage (Appendix D).
4. You will read the passage and write down the ways the passage says God cares about you, with 1 idea on each Post-it.
5. Any questions?
6. Go!

Gather students back together and ask a member from each of the groups to take turns reading their passages and then to place their Post-its on the chart paper. If their way of God caring is similar to something already on the board, they can overlap the Post-its.

Prompt: Scripture is full of passages detailing how much God cares for us. A particularly beautiful one is in Isaiah 43. 

Play the song “Isaiah 43” and either hand out the lyrics (Appendix E) or show them on PowerPoint.

After the song allow students to respond in 1 of 4 ways:
· Think: Let students sit alone quietly processing
· Talk: Have a space where students can talk with one another about how the song made them feel or what they thought of it
· Write: Have paper and pens or pencils available so students can write their thoughts, responses or even write their own poems
· Draw: Have paper and coloured pens or pencils available so students can draw how they feel without the need for words

Afterwards, ask if anyone would like to share with the whole group. Don’t pressure them; if no one wants to, that is okay.

 
Consolidate/Debrief (approx. 10 min.)

Hand out recipe cards or half sheets of paper. Have students write the following verse on their card/paper.

Isaiah 43:1b (NIV): Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name; you are mine.

Read it out loud together a few times. Then encourage students to not look at their papers and try to repeat it a few more times. Encourage students to put their cards in their Bibles (if they brought their own), or put them somewhere they will see them frequently and to continue trying to memorize it [teaching tip 21].
 

Appendix D


(Print these references on little slips of paper)


Isaiah 40:11


Ezekiel 34:12


John 10:11, 14


Revelation 7:17


Appendix E: “Isaiah 43”


Words and music by Greg Kay. ©Gregory Kay, 2005. 

Verse 1 
Do not fear, I’ve redeemed you 
I have called you by name 
And child, child you are mine 
When you go through deep waters, 
When you go through great trouble 
I, I am with you 
Yes I, I am with you 

Verse 2 
When you pass through the rivers 
When you pass through affliction 
You, you will not drown 
When you walk through the fire, 
Through the flames of oppression 
You, you will not burn 
For I, I am with you 

Chorus 1 
I am the Lord Your God and I, I am calling 
You by name, child, for you are mine. Do not be afraid 

Chorus 1 Repeat 
I am the Lord God and I, I am calling 
You by name, child, for you are mine. Do not be afraid 

Bridge 
You have called me precious, You have called me Your child 
You have called me by name, Lord 
I will call You Saviour, I will call You Holy, 
I will call You by name, Lord 

Chorus 2 
You are the Lord our God and I, I am calling 
You by name as Your child, and I, I won’t be afraid 
You are the Lord God and I, I am calling 
You by name as Your child, and I, I won’t be afraid


Lyrics and recording of “Isaiah 43” ©Gregory Kay, 2009 Used by permission
songsofthegathering.ca/the-god-who-wont-give-up




