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Read Galatians 5:13-15


You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.





Questions to Answer


What does it mean by ‘using your freedom to indulge in the sinful nature’?


How can you ‘serve one another in love’?


What are different ways you see people destroying one another, instead of loving one another?





Read Galatians 5:16-18


So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.





Questions to Answer


You have probably heard of the fruits of the Spirit before, why are they so important?


What does it mean for a person to “crucify their sinful nature”? How do they do that? What happens when they do that?


The last verse talks about not provoking and envying each other. How can we do this using the fruits of the Spirit?





Read Galatians 5:19-21


The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.





Questions to Answer


Can you think of any other sinful natures that fit along with the ones stated here?


What does it mean by inheriting the kingdom of God? Why won’t people that participate in these actions get to inherit the kingdom?


If these are activities society is okay with, how can we stand up for our beliefs when people are pressuring us to partake?





Read Galatians 5:22-26


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.





Questions to Answer


How does ‘living by the Spirit’ help with not gratifying the desires of the sinful natures?


Why do you think sinful nature is so compelling and so easy to give in to? What entices youth and people to sinful desires?


What exactly is this section telling you about sin and living by the Spirit?





Read Galatians 5:13-15


You, my brothers, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the sinful nature; rather, serve one another in love. The entire law is summed up in a single command: "Love your neighbor as yourself." If you keep on biting and devouring each other, watch out or you will be destroyed by each other.





Answers to questions


What does it mean by ‘using your freedom to indulge in the sinful nature’? – it means that God has given us the freedom of choice, but he would rather us use it for loving matters, as opposed to something that is sinful and serves our own purpose and not his own


How can you ‘serve one another in love’? there are many answers for this, but it would be along the lines of putting others needs first before our own


What are different ways you see people destroying one another, instead of loving one another? Gossiping, lying, deceit, stealing, avoiding, etc.





Read Galatians 5:16-18


So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the sinful nature. For the sinful nature desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with each other, so that you do not do what you want. But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under law.





Questions to Answer


How does ‘living by the Spirit’ help with not gratifying the desires of the sinful natures? When ‘living by the Spirit’ we are given all that we need and that God desires for use to have in our lives, and therefore we do not have to succumb to the desires of a sinful nature


Why do you think sinful nature is so compelling and so easy to give in to? What entices youth and people to sinful desires? Many things in this world are seen as filling a ‘void’ in people’s lives and makes them happy. When you are satisfying the need to be happy, it is very easy to give in. Friends and family (different influences) entice youth and others to sinful desires.


What exactly is this section telling you about sin and living by the Spirit? This passage is talking about how what God wants and what sin provides are contrary to each other. You cannot live a life of sin and live by the Spirit at the same time. 





Read Galatians 5:19-21


The acts of the sinful nature are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.





Questions to Answer


Can you think of any other sinful natures that fit along with the ones stated here? Greed, lust, etc – list could go on.


What does it mean by inheriting the kingdom of God? This means that we will be able to live with God in the kingdom He has waiting for us when we die to live an eternal life. Why won’t people that participate in these actions get to inherit the kingdom? These actions are against what God wants for our lives, so if we participate in them, we are going against what He wants and therefore won’t inherit and be given the gift He has waiting for us in heaven.


If these are activities society is okay with, how can we stand up for our beliefs when people are pressuring us to partake? Say no.





Read Galatians 5:22-26


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires. Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.





Questions to Answer


You have probably heard of the fruit of the Spirit before, why are they so important? These are characteristics that summarize what a Christian would ultimately embody.


What does it mean for a person to “crucify their sinful nature”? They have given up their sinful behaviours and are seeking Godly behaviours.  How do they do that? Asking Christ into their lives, asking for forgiveness. What happens when they do that? They are cleansed from their past and forgiven.


The last verse talks about not provoking and envying each other. How can we do this using the fruits of the Spirit? If we are living by the fruits of the Spirit (and only the fruits of the Spirit), then there is no room for envy and other behaviours used to tempt one another. The fruits of the Spirit do not include such behaviours and we will be living in a Christ-like manner.








