
Lesson 5 Handout

A New Kind of People

The Christians know and trust God...They placate those who oppress them and make them friends; they do good to their enemies.  Their wives are absolutely pure, and their daughters modest.  Their men abstain from unlawful marriage and are free from all impurity.  If any of them have bondwomen or children, they persuade them to become Christians for the love they have toward them; and when they become so, they call them without distinction brothers...They love one another. They do not refuse to help the widows. They rescue the orphan from him who does him violence. He who has, gives ungrudgingly to him who has not.  If they see a stranger, they take him to their dwelling and rejoice over him as over a real brother; for they do not call themselves brothers after the flesh but after the Spirit and in God...If any one among them is poor and needy, and they do not have food to spare, they fast for two or three days, and they may supply him with necessary food. They scrupulously obey the commands of their Messiah. Every morning and every hour they thank and praise God for His loving-kindness toward them...Because of them there flows forth all the beauty that there is in the world. But the good deeds they do, they do not proclaim to the ears of the multitude, but they take care that no one shall perceive them. 

Thus they labour to become righteous...Truly this is a new people and there is something divine in them.

Anthony M. Coniarius, Philokalia: The Bible of Orthodox Spirituality 

(Minneapolis, MH: Light and Life Publishing Company, 1998), 37-38.

“The Love Languages”

1. If this is your love language, you most feel loved when people compliment you and encourage you. This could be through something they say (“You did a great job leading worship this morning!”) or through a card or letter telling you they appreciate you.  It just makes you feel great when someone has something nice to say to you, and you love it when others tell you the good things they feel about you. 

2.  If this is your love language, you feel most loved when someone takes time to just be with you.  You feel loved with someone takes the time to spend an afternoon with you, do something you like together, or have a good conversation. You might find yourselves thinking sometimes “Well they say they’re my friend, but they never phone me, so what does that mean?”  or “My mom says she loves me but she’s so busy I never see her, so it’s hard to believe.”  

3. If this is your love language, you feel and show love with a good hug, a pat on the hand or even a cuddle or two! You love to be close to people and show love by touching them in kind and affectionate ways.  If someone you cared about were to reject your affection or stand away from you, you might not feel as loved by them as you do when someone gives you a great big hug!

4. If this is your love language, you feel loved when people do kind things for you.  If someone helps you with something you need done, like cleans your car as a surprise, bakes you a tray of your favourite cookies, or helps you with your chores, you feel the love they have for you.  You might also show your love to others by helping out – tidying up after youth group to say thanks to a youth leader, doing a load of laundry to tell your mom you care, or doing errands for someone you know in need.

5. If this is your love language, you feel most loved when people give you a thoughtful present.  It doesn’t have to be big!  You are just as touched when people give you a nice card, a single flower, or a small token of appreciation, as you are when people give you something expensive.  To you, it’s the thought that counts.  If someone were to forget to buy you a gift on your birthday, you would not just feel shafted, you would begin to question if they really cared about you!  You love to show people you care by giving them gifts as well. 

“The Love Passage”

________ is patient.  _________ is kind.  _______________does not envy, _________does not boast, ________is not proud. _______ does not dishonour others, ________ is not self-seeking, __________is not easily angered, __________ keeps no record of wrongs. __________ does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth. ____________always protects, ___________always trusts, ___________always hopes, ____________always perseveres. ________________never fails. 
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