Connected: Created to Belong
 
Module 1: Case Study of the Early Church
Lesson 2: Importance of Fellowship


Spiritual Aims

Students will hopefully:
· be part of something bigger than themselves
· be part of the fellowship of youth group and the church


Lesson Objectives
 
Students will:
· identify the ways the early church and the contemporary church fellowship together
· evaluate their own fellowship experience by the example of the early church
· experience an environment for fellowship


Materials Needed
 
· 1 Romanesco broccoli aka Romanesco cauliflower (substitute photo in Appendix B if necessary)
· Bible
· 4 chairs (set up 1 by itself and the other 3 in a line with 1 behind the other, as if in a canoe)
· Bag of marbles (1 per student with half in 1 colour, half in another colour)
· 1 copy of Appendix C “Group Activity Sheets” per group (2 groups), printed on the same colours of paper as the 2 colours of marbles if possible
· Healthy snack, such as veggies and dip (especially if you include broccoli and/or cauliflower as some of the veggies) [teaching tip 6]
· Optional: A large piece of cardboard (e.g., box for a refrigerator) and a variety of coloured markers


Minds On (approx. 7 min.)

Show the students either the real Romanesco broccoli or the photo — there might be some giggling because it is a very strange looking vegetable. Ask for students’ observations about the broccoli (e.g., It is a spiral shape made of spiky blobs. Each smaller spiky blob is a spiral of smaller spiky blobs. Each smaller spiky blob is itself a spiral of spiky blobs. This pattern keeps going until it is too small to distinguish.)

Prompt: You may have noticed a pattern on the vegetable. This type of pattern is called “self-similar” and in self-similar shapes, each subdivision of the whole resembles the whole. We are going to return to the broccoli later as a picture for the church.


Action (approx. 25 min.)

Ask for a student volunteer to read Acts 2:42 [teaching tip 7].

Think/Pair/Share: What do you remember from the last lesson? (Students who were not present last time can join a pair to hear the discussion.)

After 5 minutes, have 3 to 4 volunteers share what their partners remembered from last week.

Prompt: Acts 2:42 says that the early church devoted themselves to the fellowship. To help understand what fellowship means, we need 4 volunteers.

Canoe Demonstration:
1. 1 volunteer will sit on the chair by himself or herself (like a kayak), and the other 3 will sit on the chairs that were set up like a canoe. Row or paddle as if you’re in a boat.
2. For the rest of the group, stand beside the boat that you think best answers the following questions:
· Which boat is going to travel the fastest?
· Which boat is going to the furthest?
· Which boat might be more fun to be in?

Leader’s note: Hopefully students will be able to identify that the boat with more people is more likely to go faster, go further and be more fun — because there are more people and they can work together. Together we are stronger. However, don’t provide this answer just yet.

Prompt: The solo boat can be appealing because you get to be in control and you don’t have to interact with others. But in the long run you will tire out. The other boat we are going to call the Fellow Ship. Fellows are companions. Fellowship is being in the same boat with people. You work together and accomplish more together than someone can alone. Life can be more enjoyable in the Fellow Ship than in the Solo Boat. 

Appendix C Group Work (modified Jigsaw):
1. When I say “go”, you are going to pull a marble out of the bag [teaching tip 4].
2. Colour 1 will meet in one location and will do the Group 1 Activity (Appendix C) on their sheet. Colour 2 will meet in another location and will do the Group 2 Activity (Appendix C) on their sheet.
3. Each person should be prepared to share their group’s answers.
4. Ask students to repeat the instructions back to you to check for understanding [teaching tip 8].
5. Go! [teaching tip 9]

[bookmark: _GoBack]After 5 to 7 minutes, have each person pair up with someone with a different colour (there may be 1 group with 3 people). Have them share their coloured groups’ answers and see what common elements came from the 2 group activities. Have 4 to 5 pairs share their answers with the large group. 

Prompt: The Bible gives us word pictures to show us that we need one another. We have looked at boats and broccoli to help us wrap our minds around how important fellowship is in scripture. I am going to conclude with one more. Ecclesiastes 4:12 (NIV) says, “Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken.” We are better together than we are on our own. So let’s enjoy being together and eat.
 

Consolidate/Debrief (approx. 20 min.)
 
Bring out the veggies and dip. Encourage the students to hang out — fellowship!

Optional: Use the large piece of cardboard and markers to create a “boat” called the Fellow Ship to put on the wall as a reminder of being in the same boat.



Appendix B: Romanesco Broccoli




Appendix C: Group Activity Sheets


Group 1 Activity

Read Acts 2: 42-47

· What activities did the early church do together?
· How would doing these things together strengthen their bonds with one another?
· Which of these activities does the church today participate in together?
· Why do you think some things worked then but we don’t do them so much now?









Group 2 Activity

Read I Corinthians 12:12-26 and 2 Corinthians 3:18

· How do these passages relate to the shape of Romanesco broccoli?
· How does the picture of the body help you understand fellowship?
· How does the shape of the broccoli help you understand fellowship?
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