Lesson 1 Handout

“Life in the Party Town of Corinth”

The town of Corinth was an interesting city in the Ancient world.  It lay on important trading routes between Asia and the Greek peninsula.  At one point the city had been destroyed, but in about 46 BC Julius Cesar decided to rebuild the city partly because of its usefulness on the trade route, but also because he wanted a city where “freed men” – people who had been slaves and earned their freedom – could go and live outside of Rome (the capital).   The first citizens of Corinth were this renegade group of people.  

Because it lay on a trade route, lots of people passed through and the population soon grew.  People settled in Corinth from all over the world, often sailors and travellers who found their way to Corinth on their journeys.  It became a true “multi-cultural city” with people of many races, religions, and heritages calling it home.  Religion was important in Corinth, but not one religion in particular.  Archaeologists have found the ruins of 26 different sacred sites in Corinth.  There would have been many pagan temples, and in the marketplace one could buy food sacrificed to many idols – or even an idol replica you could keep yourself!

It’s no surprise that as a port city, whose founders were either escaped or former slaves or freed prisoners, Corinth developed a reputation as a real “sin city.”  After all, “whatever happens in Corinth...could stay in Corinth!”  The city was known for promiscuity.  In fact, in the ancient world if you told someone they were “acting like a Corinthian” it meant they were calling you sexual promiscuous (kind of like someone calling you a tramp...or something worse!).   One writer has said “Corinth was like the New York, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas of its day, all rolled into one.”  

It was a thriving cosmopolitan where people revered the religious as long as it was convenient, where free thinking and free living was the ultimate goal and where people lived for the moment. 

Pearls of Wisdom (cut quotes into slips)

Always look out for number one.

He who dies with the most toys wins.

Put other people before yourself.

It is better to give than to receive.

A God who dies for us is a great God. 

The greatest person serves others

Sometimes you have to step on the “little people.”

Some people are just more important than others. 

You should save your money for a rainy day.

Care for yourself so you’re able to care for others.

Everyone deserves a little pampering.

Reach for the top.

Religion is there to make your life easier.

If it is too hard, you should not do it.

Any religion that gives you rules isn’t worth it. 

I need to focus on me right now.

Grab what you can when you can get it. 

Live for the moment!

