Diplomatic Mission

Task One:
We live in a world of opinion.  It seems as though everywhere we look people are telling us what they believe.  In some cases the things they want us to believe are good; in others they are very wrong.  There are so many groups out there fighting and petitioning and giving everything they have to causes they would like to see advanced in society. There is a lot of energy put into commercials, identifiable clothes, slogans, television shows, the political process, lobbying, bribing, demonstrating, rioting, and so on.  Listed below are some of the groups and individuals who have advocated for specific causes.  Many of these have been very influential over the last 50 years or so.  Take some time in your group and see if you can identify or guess what these groups were or are working towards and at least one way they do that.  When you are finished this, think of two more examples.  Be prepared to share your ideas in the larger group.

KKK____________________________________________________________
NRA____________________________________________________________
Pro-choice Movement_____________________________________________
Pro-life Movement________________________________________________
Greenpeace______________________________________________________ 

Tom Cruise______________________________________________________
National Christmas Tree Association________________________________

Two from your group:

________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
Task Two:
Some of these groups and people may seem wacky, weird, or wrong to you, but the point is that most individuals and groups do spend a lot of their time and energy advocating for something!  Have you ever been to a sporting event or watched one with a large group of people?  Isn’t it amazing how much energy people put into cheering for their team?  Or have you ever tried to convince a friend to watch a show or movie or shop at a certain place or that one wrestler is better than another?  You were advocating for something there too!  

Last lesson we talked about the kingdom of God and learned that it was a kingdom founded on amazing values.  It’s even better than your favourite sport team or store or wrestler, but how much time do we spend advocating for it?  If we want people to share in the advantages of God’s kingdom, if we want the kingdom to expand, why don’t we advocate for that with as much zeal as we cheer for our favourite team? 

Read 2 Corinthians 5:20-21 and identify the word that Paul, the writer, uses to describe our role as followers of Jesus.  Record it here: _____________________​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________.

So what does that mean?  See if you can fill in these blanks.  An _____________________ is someone who _____________________ one person/nation to another person/nation.  Tom Cruise is an _____________________ for Scientology.  Greenpeace _____________________  the environment.  And God wants us to be _____________________  for him.  So just like Japan has an embassy in Ottawa, God has embassies all over the world: us!  We are God’s representatives or _____________________  in our schools and friendships.
When you are finished, call over the leader who will check your answers before you can move on.

Task Three:

All right, you got the answers!  And I think you get the point.  Ambassadors represent someone to someone else and God wants us to be his ambassadors to the people around us.  Okay, that part is fairly easy to understand but is it easy to do?  Not so much.  You are going to work together to think of a scenario that could really happen to people like you!  You are going to think of one scenario but two endings.  In one version, the scenario should show someone being a true and accurate representative or ambassador for God.  In the other version, the scenario should show someone being a poor representation or ambassador for God.  Turn your scenarios into small skits and be ready to present them.  You will be judged on how realistic your scenario is, not how well you act.
For the Kingdom: Two


